
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Define Kindergarten Ready - ECE teachers will 
learn the definition of Kindergarten Readiness and the 
skills list

Why Kindergarten Ready - ECE teachers learn 
why the k-ready skills are important to children’s 
future academic and life success

Activities and Resources - ECE teachers learn 
about family resources and reflect on activities to 
foster Kindergarten-ready skills

More Child Care Resources4
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WHAT IS 
CHATTANOOGA 2.0?
We are a dynamic nonprofit organization who 
unites partners across sectors from 
community, business, nonprofit, public, and 
educational spheres. Through these 
partnerships we aim to impact generational 
changes by removing systemic barriers and 
providing intentional supports to children, 
students, and their families. 

We believe every. child. matters.

Our ultimate goal is to improve economic 
opportunity and quality of life in 
Chattanooga-Hamilton County — and we 
believe education attainment is the first step. 



2030 Goal Lines



Early Childhood
Birth to Age 8

Elementary Literacy

Out-of-School Time

Thriving Wage 
Career Pathways

Apprenticeships 





WHAT IS EARLY 
MATTERS WORKING ON? 

● The Quality Matters Fund grant
● Policy impacting early childhood education
● Quality early childhood health access, 

including WIC enrollment
● Strategies in the 2025 Early Childhood 

action plan
● Kindergarten Readiness!!



QUALITY MATTERS 
FUND

SAVE THE DATE!!

Saturday, October 12th TACEE is hosting the state 
conference at Chattanooga State. 

Quality Matters Fund is covering the $120 registration fee 
for all Hamilton County child care teachers. 

At least 6.5 Continuing ed / PD credits will be given for the 
sessions teachers attend. More info to come. 



QUALITY MATTERS 
FUND

Substitute Lesson Plan Toolkit

● Developed by the University of TN at Chattanooga
● 35 weeks of open source (FREE) lesson plans based 

on popular curriculum pedagogy like Reggio and 
Montessori

● Will be cross-referenced to the Kindergarten-ready 
skills 

● QMF aims to print one copy for every child care 
provider in Ham Co.





WHAT DOES THE 
FIRST DAY OF 

KINDERGARTEN 
LOOK LIKE FOR A 

SCHOOL? 



WHAT DOES THE 
FIRST DAY OF 

KINDERGARTEN 
LOOK LIKE FOR A 

FAMILY? 



EARLY CHILDHOOD: 
BRAIN BASICS





But early childhood 
experiences are VASTLY 
different from child to 
child.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMyDFYSkZSU


Sometimes YOU are the 
most consistent thing in a 
child’s life before 
Kindergarten.







THE CAMPAIGN FOR 
KINDERGARTEN READY 



Included the 
CDC checklist

August 2024 
baseline 

Bracken K 
entrance 

assessment!!





FOCUS GROUP FINDINGS

FIRST DAY READY SKILLS:
1. Social and emotional development
2. Independence and self-help skills
3. Language and communication skills
4. Pre-K or school experience
5. Eagerness to learn
6. Grit and persistence



FOCUS GROUP FINDINGS

SKILLS THAT HAVE BEEN LACKING:
1. Fine motor skills
2. Social skills
3. Persistence and problem-solving
4. Independence
5. Listening and comprehension
6. Alphabet and number knowledge



THE CAMPAIGN FOR 
KINDERGARTEN READY 



HOW DO WE DEFINE KINDERGARTEN READY?

“Children will grow into strong learners and adults when we support 
their brain growth before and after Kindergarten. In Hamilton County, 

we aspire that every rising Kindergartener is physically, socially, 
emotionally, and intellectually prepared for success in Kindergarten. To 

do this, they need families, schools, and communities to provide a 
strong foundation in the following five skill areas: Learning Skills, 
Emotional and Social Skills, Language Skills, Math Skills, and 

Self-Help and Movement Skills.”



WHAT THEY ARE NOT
● An assessment
● Formal requirements of HCS
● An exhaustive list of skills for 

success in Kindergarten 
● A reason to think a student is 

failing before they start
● Something to start the month 

before Kindergarten (though, 
better late than never!)

● A replacement for love, adult 
conversation, and play

WHAT THEY ARE
● A guide to engage families in 

building their child’s skills for school 
success 

● A starting place to explore where a 
child may need more activities to 
build on a skill

● A list of developmentally 
appropriate skills to work on at 
home

● Alignment between early childhood 
educators, the school district, and 
parents 

K-READY DEFINITION AND SKILLS LIST



SKILLS FLYER TO SHARE WITH PARENTS / GRANDPARENTS



SKILLS FOR RISING KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

Children must be 5-years-old before starting Kindergarten in Hamilton County 
Schools. These skills are developmentally-appropriate for four and 
five-year-old children, but some skills may not be developed until closer to the 
start of Kindergarten. 

When sharing with parents, 
remember to mention that 

every child is unique 



● EAT WELL: Good nutrition leads 
to more stable moods, 
increased ability to pay 
attention, more paying 
attention, and improved 
memory. 

● RECOMMENDED DOCTOR 
CHECKUPS

● SCREENINGS: Make sure they 
have hearing, dental, and 
vision screenings at their 
doctor’s office or through their 
preschool program before 
Kindergarten.



❏ I can listen to a story and answer questions about it
❏ I know my ABCs, can identify some letters and sounds of the alphabet, and turn 

pages in a book right to left on my own
❏ I can draw you a picture and tell a story about it, even if it looks like scribbles
❏ I recognize my written name and can attempt to write it
❏ I notice words that rhyme (bat-cat, ball-tall) and make up nonsense rhymes 

(foodle, doodle)
❏ I speak in complete sentences of 6-8 words that can be understood by a stranger



❏ I can count to 30
❏ I can point to and count 10 objects
❏ I know my colors and can draw shapes, such as circle, square, triangle
❏ I can describe the position of objects: up/down, left/ right, behind / beside, in 

front / on top
❏ I can recognize and repeat simple patterns such as star, moon, star, moon



❏ I can follow directions to complete a task
❏ I can play by myself and also with other children my age
❏ I show curiosity when I ask who, what, when, where and what/if 

questions
❏ I am eager to try new experiences and activities
❏ I can focus on or complete one activity for 5 minutes before moving on



❏ I move with control and balance while walking, running, jumping & 
climbing

❏ I can use pencils and crayons to trace and scissors to cut
❏ I can control buttons and zippers and dress on my own
❏ I can use hand-eye coordination to put together a puzzle
❏ When an adult asks me to, I can eat, brush teeth, wash my hands and 

use the bathroom all by myself



❏ I can share, take turns, help, compliment, and play well with my friends
❏ Once I’m 5, I can adjust to changes in routine and environment
❏ I can use words to describe my emotions
❏ (ex: happy, sad, hungry)
❏ I seek and accept guidance from caregivers and teachers
❏ I know my full name, city, phone number, and reliable adult names



FAMILY 
RESOURCES 



RESOURCES

● KReady Skills Website with with sample 
activities parents can do with their child

● Kindergarten Skills for Success booklet
● Skill-building activity videos and partner 

resources
● Rack cards with skills for partners
● Skills indexed for ECE teachers to the child 

care lesson plan toolkit index
○ Open source lesson plans for any 

teacher (coming soon)
● PBS Learning Lab
● TN Voices Positive Parenting free classes
● Chattanooga Basics

Available 
in Spanish!



WEBSITE

VISIT: 
WWW.CHATT2.ORG/
KREADY 

http://www.chatt2.org/KREADY
http://www.chatt2.org/KREADY


RACK CARD
Spanish too!



ACTIVITY BOOKLET

Also available 
in Spanish!

Download at:



BOOKLET CONT. Children’s Cabinet Chair Intro Letters (Mayors and Superintendent)



BOOKLET



SOCIAL AD CAMPAIGN
● 95% of the 2,850 social 

media engagements 
coming from the 
Hamilton County 
geography.

● Visits to website: 4k +



BILLBOARDS AROUND TOWN



PARTNER COLLABORATIONS

Creative Discovery Museum, Head 
Start,  and HCS Kindergarten Night

YOUTUBE PLAYLIST

POSTERS



PARENT & CHILD CARE FEEDBACK

● March Survey of parents
● May webinar with private Pre-K teachers
● Trainings of HCS Pre-K Teachers 
● July focus groups of rising Kindergarten parents to adjust campaign 

materials

● PTA and Parent Survey 
● Videos to help parents as the enter the school system

PHASE II: Transition to K



THE BASICS 
CHATTANOOGA

Hosted by the City of Chattanooga Department 
of Early Learning



THE BASICS 
CHATTANOOGA

www.chattanoogabasics.org 

To build K-Ready skills for 
children younger than 4: 

http://www.chattanoogabasics.org


BRAIN-BUILDING BASICS BY AGE

Maximize Love, 
Manage Stress

Talk, Sing, 
and Point

Count, 
Group & 
Compare

Explore through 
Movement & 
Play

Read & Discuss 
Stories

0-12 Months Care for 
yourself; Hold, 
cuddle, snuggle

Narrate your 
day, even if it 
feels odd

Play Music Peek-a-boo Read Stories

1-2 Years Encourage Point to and 
name objects

Count toys Build with toys Play with board 
books

2-3 Years Respond to 
questions

ABC song Name colors Pretend Play Help turning pages

3-4 Years Talk about / 
name feelings

Basic rhyme 
songs

Match and 
Sort

Play with 
Play-Dough

Ask questions 
about stories

4-5 Years Involve Ask questions Look for 
shapes

Jump & balance 
on one foot

Tell their own story



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU


